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Special thanks to Karl Schwiesow 
for hanging and promoting my show,  

to David Lanegan for helping move the artworks,  
to Preston McNeil for the video, and to all who 
contributed found objects for the assemblages.  

 

 

The Headlight Children: KAMA, Jampa Dorje, and Steve Held at The Palace Gallery           photos by Karl Schwielow 

 
The Palace Gallery Art Show,  
November 2023 
 
Title: YAB YUM: REPITITION AND DIFFERENCE 
 
Yab Yum Series: 12 x 18” inkjet prints of paintings  
$150 each 
 
Funk art assemblages – mixed media - $500 each 
In Advance of Entropy #1 (2 x2’) mixed media 
In Advance of Entropy #2 (2 x2’) mixed media 
In Advance of Entropy #3 (2 x2’) mixed media 
Composition with Mirror 5 x 12” mixed media 
Composition with Linoleum Blocks 2 x 3’ mixed media 
Composition with Chain 2 x 3’ mixed media 
Quentin’s Venus 2 x 2’ mixed media 
Comes with Battery (co-artist: Kama) 2 x2’ 
 
Collages $100 each 
Pizzagate 5 x 7” paper collage 
Insurrection 4.5 x 7” paper collage 
Barbieheimer 4 x 6” paper collage 
Emptiness 2 (with book, An Emptiness Set) no item 
Just the Facts 7 x 12” mixed media collage 



Preston McNeil Karl Schwiesow & Christa Ames 

                          Two photos by Megan Pickerel-Winer Headlight Children performing   



VAJRASATTVA-VAJRAGARVI YAB YUM  

ARTIST’S STATEMENT  

as related to a series of Tantric Paintings 

 

I have created eleven prints based on small Vajrasattva-Vajragarvi yab-
yum paintings that I did during my four-year solitary retreat in the San 
Juan Mountains in Colorado at the Tara Mandala Retreat Center. I paint-
ed each yab-yum in the styles of well-known western artists: Matisse, 
Braque, Dali, Chagall, Picasso, Tobey, Blake, Rouault, and Diebenkorn. 
Each framed print is 18 x24 inches. 

Yab-yum (literally, "father-mother") is a common symbol in the Tibetan 
Buddhist art of India, Bhutan, Nepal, and Tibet. Yab-yum is generally un-
derstood to represent the primordial (or mystical) union of wisdom and 
compassion, depicted as a male deity in union with his female consort 
through the ideas of interpenetration or coalescence. In Buddhism the 
masculine form is active, representing the compassion and skillful 
means (upaya), and the feminine form is passive and represents wis-
dom (prajna), both of which are necessary to enlightenment. United, 
the figures symbolize the union necessary to overcome the veils of Ma-
ya, the false duality of subject and object. These figures are frequently 
worked in the shape of statues or reliefs or are painted on hangings 
called thangkas. This profound meditational deity practice is the most 
powerful healing and purification method in Vajrayana Buddhism.  Va-
jrasattva is the esoteric aspect of the bodhisattva Samantabhadra (see 
Tibetan thangka on wall) and is commonly associated with the student 
practitioner who, through the master's teachings, attains an ever-
enriching subtle and rarefied grounding in their esoteric practice.  

       (Extracted from Wikipedia) 
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AN ART HISTORIAN’S PERSPECTIVE 

 

Jampa Dorje’s Yab-Yum series is a visual and spiritual exploration 

of human experience, our struggles, and the ultimate quest for 

inner harmony. Dorje contemplates the transient nature of exist-

ence and the continuous cycle of birth, death, and rebirth, beau-

tifully encapsulated in the sacred Yab-Yum symbolism of the di-

vine union of masculine and feminine energies. Dorje’s In Ad-

vance of Entropy series explores similar themes of harmony and 

transience through the techniques of assemblage and abstrac-

tion. Dorje breathes life into the broken tiles, guitar strings, and 

found objects that tell a story of resilience and regeneration. The 

act of carefully selecting, arranging, and fusing these disparate 

elements subtly suggests the Yab-Yum tradition. These two series 

serve as mirrors reflecting the human condition, the fragile beau-

ty of our existence, and the eternal search for balance and mean-

ing within the chaos of life. Through figuration and abstraction, 

Dorje seeks to guide viewers on a spiritual and emotional jour-

ney. Dorje invites viewers to immerse themselves in the intricate 

dance between form and formlessness, order and chaos, mind-

fulness, and entropy.  

      —Dr. Lu Auz, The Metal Museum 
 

 
Pizzagate Barbieheimer 

Insurrection Emptiness 2 



Samantabhadra and Samantabhadri Vajrasattva—Vajragarvi 

      Quentin’s Venus                                                      Composition with Lino Blocks 

Composition with Mirror 

Just the Facts 



In Advance of Entropy 1 In Advance of Entropy 2 

In Advance of Entropy 3 Comes with a Battery  

Yab Yum—Chegall                                                               Yab Yum—Braque 

Yab Yum—Matisse                                                               Yab Yum—Picasso 



 

Yab Yum—DiebenKorn                                                           Yab Yum—Dali

Yab Yum—Tobey                                                          Composition with Plate 

Yab Yum—Blake Yab Yum—Klee 

Yab Yum— Miro Yab Yum—Rouault 

 




